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Minutes of Meeting of Longford County Council

held in Longford Rugby Club, Demesne, Longford and via Microsoft Teams on

Wednesday, 9th December 2020 at 3.00 p.m.
____________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Paul Ross, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler, 




Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, Colin Dalton, Gerard Farrell,

Gerard Hagan, Martin Monaghan, Colm Murray, 
Garry Murtagh, Turlough McGovern, Peggy Nolan, 
Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly, Uruemu Adejinmi and Gerry Warnock. 
IN ATTENDANCE:             
Mr. Paddy Mahon, Chief Executive. 

Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance/Director of Services.





Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Nora O’Farrell, Senior Executive Officer.




Mr. Donall MacAnBheatha, Senior Executive Engineer. 




Ms. Louise Kiernan, Senior Executive Planner 





Mr. Liam Flynn, Executive Planner





Ms. Cathryn Hannon, Regional Manager, NPWS





Ms. Maeve Killian, Project Accountant 





Ms. Shelia Healy,  Administrative Officer, Planning 
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms Claire McNabola (Acting) 
ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor John Browne seconded by Councillor Mick Cahill,                  the Minutes of  Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 11th November 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor Garry Murtagh seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, the Minutes of Finance Committee Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 16th November 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady,               the Minutes of  Budget Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 23rd November 2020, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.
Noted.

CHIEF EXECUTIVE REPORT.

The Chief Executive Report, as circulated, was noted.  
Councillor Colm Murray referred to the current LEADER programme and complimented the management and employees of LCRL, LCDC and Longford County Council on the successful allocation of €7.5m funding to projects in Longford.  He also thanked and acknowledged the work of previous Chair, Councillor Seamus Butler.  He confirmed that a letter had been sent to the Department requesting that, if it becomes available, additional LEADER funding be allocated to Longford. 
Councillor Seamus Butler, Councillor Peggy Nolan and Councillor Paul Ross all congratulated Longford County Council and the IT Team on their recent success at national level at the Chambers Ireland Awards.  The Elected Members continued to thank the IT Team for all their great work, help and support. 

Councillor Peggy Nolan complimented Longford County Council and the Local Enterprise Office on the very successful #ShopLongford campaign.

MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETINGS HELD ON THE 
7th OCTOBER 2020 - circulated

The adopted Minutes of Corporate Policy Group Meetings held on the 7th October 2020, as circulated, were noted.

FINANCE & REGENERATION.
Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2019  - circulated.
John McKeon made a presentation on the 2019 Statutory Audit Report and highlighted the key elements of the report.  

The Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2019 was noted.  The Elected Members reflected on the progress being made by Longford County Council and complimented all involved.
Councillor Seamus Butler highlighted the importance of all Elected Members adhering to the deadlines set for the return of the ethics declaration.

Councillor Pat O’Toole complemented the Executive on their foresight in the appointment of a procurement officer.

The Elected Members complemented the Executive on the progress achieved in 2020 and the way in which the organisation responded to the challenges presented by COVID-19.  They reflected on the close working relationship between the Executive and Elected Members and expressed full confidence in the Executive.

STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE.

Planning Applications.

The lists of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council were noted.

Special Meeting of Longford County Council - N4 Mullingar to Longford ( Roosky) –Public Consultation    -  Monday, 11th January 2021 at 11.00 am via Microsoft Teams
Noted 
John Brannigan confirmed the date for the virtual meeting with TII as 22nd December.  Provision is made for 9 Elected Members and 3 Council officials to attend.  The Cathaoirleach from each Municipal District is to nominate delegates by Monday 14th December.
Part 8 Report - Construction of path along R198 at Cloonmacart & Cloonagh, Drumlish   – circulated.

On the proposal of Councillor Paraic Brady seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of path along R198 at Cloonmacart & Cloonagh, Drumlish, Co. Longford, as circulated.

Part 8 Report  - Construction of Amenity Trackway through part of Knappogue Bog, County Longford  

On the proposal of Councillor Seamus Butler seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of Amenity Trackway through part of Knappogue Bog, County Longford – as circulated.

Part 8 Report - Construction of Granard Urban Greenway at Granard, Co. Longford-

On the proposal of Councillor Turlough McGovern seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh      , it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction of Granard Urban Greenway at Granard, Co. Longford- as circulated.

Part 8 Report - Construction Amenity Trackway at Derrycolumb Bog in the townlands of Derrycolumb, Derrylough and Derry ( Rathcline BY), Co. Longford.
On the proposal of Councillor Mick Cahill seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to adopt Part 8 Report (Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Planning and Development Regulations  2001) (as amended) in respect of the construction Amenity Trackway at Derrycolumb Bog in the townlands of Derrycolumb, Derrylough and Derry ( Rathcline BY), Co. Longford – circulated.
Proposed Mid Shannon Biosphere Reserve.
Donall Mac AnBheatha gave a very detailed presentation on the proposed Mid Shannon Biosphere Reserve.  Donall answered any questions and addressed all concerns the Members had in relation to the proposal.
The Elected Members gave their full support to and approval for the project.
COMMUNITY, CORPORATE AND ENTERPRISE.
Political Donations.
 Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donations and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended -  Members of Local Authorities.  

Political Donations  -  Local Elections (Disclosure of Donation  and Expenditure ) Act 1999, as amended  -  Third Parties
Barbara Heslin confirmed that the guidelines and form(s) will be circulated.  The deadline for return is 31 January 2021.
Review of Corporate Plan 2019 – 2024.
Paddy Mahon gave a comprehensive overview of actions achieved from the 2019 -2024 Corporate Plan.  He shared the highlights from the past year across the 4 key themes of the Corporate Plan.  He eluded to the significant amount of work that has been done despite restrictions.    
The Elected Members noted the report and complemented the Executive and employees of Longford County Council on the agility of the organisation to respond to the challenges presented in 2020 while continuing to deliver on an ambitious plan.

Barbara Heslin outlined a summary from Corporate Policy Group’s review of the Corporate Plan which was carried out the previous day.  The review ensured that the Corporate Plan sets out a renewed sense of ambition and remains relevant for Longford County Council over the coming four years.  They determined the continued validity of strategies and agreed that no changes in emphasis or direction were required.

Establishment of Local Community Safety Partnership – correspondence enclosed.
Paddy Mahon outlined the key points from the correspondence.  

The Elected Members welcomed the initiative and the inclusion of Longford as a pilot but expressed concern regarding the proposal for an independent Chair.  

The Elected Members noted the correspondence and noted that a representative from the Department of Justice has been invited to address the January 2021 meeting of the Council.

Date of January 2021 County Council meeting – 20th January 2021.

On the proposal of Councillor Peggy Nolan seconded by Councillor Colm Murray, it was unanimously agreed to have reschedule the January meeting of the Council to 20th January 2021

Notices of Motions.

Local Community Safety Partnership.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan
“That Longford County Council welcomes it’s inclusion in the Local Community Partnership Pilot which will replace the existing Joint Policing Committee.   However, we call on the Minister for Justice to continue the tradition of an elected member to chair this new body as the proposed independent chair is not directly answerable to the Local Authority or the democratically elected members.”

While the Elected Members welcomed the initiative and the inclusion of Longford as a pilot, they expressed concern regarding the proposal for an independent Chair.  This, they believed, was further evidence of a diminution of their role and erosion of their powers as democratically elected public representatives.  They expressed their opinion that the Chair should be accountable to the Council.

It was agreed by the Elected Members that this issue would be discussed with the representative from the Department of Justice at the January meeting of the Council.
GENERAL 

Correspondence – circulated.

Letter dated 20th November 2020 received from the Office of the Minister for Housing regarding maximum income threshold to quality for social housing – Noted 
Letter dated 26th November 2020 received from the Office of the Minister for Social Protection in relation to a pension provision for Community Employment (CE) Supervisors -Noted 
Notices of Motions.

Funding for Community Centres.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paul Ross and seconded by Councillor Colm Murray                   -


“That Longford County Council request the Minister for Finance to set up a special fund to support community and voluntary groups who run community centres which have been closed due to the COVID 19 Guidelines and have been unable to earn any income from the rent of these facilities to pay for the running and upkeep of these facilities.”
The Elected Members approved the Notice of Motion.  Councillor Colm Murray also noted the new COVID-19 supports announced to support community and voluntary groups which will be administered by the LCDC.
Period Poverty

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan.
 “Period poverty is a very real issue for women in low income households. As a County Council we have a responsibility to break down the stigma around periods and tackling period poverty.  I call on Longford County Council to have free sanitary products available in the toilets of all Council buildings, Community centres, Swimming pools and Libraries.”
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor U. Adejinmi and seconded by Councillor Seamus Butler.
“I am also calling on the County Council to write to the Department of Education to provide free sanitary products to primary and secondary schools throughout County Longford to address cases of absence from school as a result of being unable to afford or access sanitary products.”
The Elected Members considered the two Notices of Motion together and agreed that the Council would write to the Department of Education and the Department of Health recommending and requesting that a national scheme be introduced.  They also agreed that feedback from ongoing pilots be sought in advance of proposals being developed for the rollout in Longford.
Councillor Paul Ross thanked all the Members and the Management and Employees of Longford County Council for everything all year and wished them all a happy and safe Christmas 

This concluded the business of the meeting.
Signed: _______________

              Claire McNabola,
             A/Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Longford County Council held on the

20th January 2021.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
PAGE  
4

